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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today is 

January 15, 2002. The time is 1030 hours and 

this is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 

the Safety Battalion of the New York City 

Fire Department. I'm conducting an 

interview. 

Q. Would the following individual please 
state your name. 

A. Michael Morabito. 

Q. Michael is a fireman third grade, assigned 
to Engine 228 of the New York City Fire Department. 
We are at the quarters of Engine 228 and this 
interview is regarding the events of September 11, 
2001. 

Mike, if you would just tell us what 
happened in your own words. 

A. Okay. I was working and the alarm came 
in. It was a third alarm at the World Trade Center. 
We didn't even Know a plane had crashed into it. It 
wasn't like a rush right away. We were relocated to 
Engine 205. So we were hanging around a little bit 
getting everything ready to go and then we saw on 
the news that a plane hit the building. So then we 


responded immediately. 
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We reported to Engine 205 and while we were in 
their quarters we saw the second plane hit and then 
shortly after that we had responded to Manhattan. 
First they told us take the Brooklyn Bridge. We 
started to go towards the Brooklyn Bridge. And then 
there was a little confusion. They said, no, take 
the tunnel. So we were stuck traveling back and 
forth, thank God, and we had taken the tunnel, the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. 

As soon as we got out the entrance, out on the 
Manhattan side of the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, we 
got hit with the first dust cloud and we had no idea 
what happened. We stood there for like a minute or 
two and then the dust settled and then we got out 
and helped two other people that were there. There 
were some civilians, there was some Port Authority. 
We gave them masks and everything to help calm 
everybody down a little bit. 

We spent maybe five minutes there or so and 
then on the radio they said to proceed to the 
staging area. So we got back in the rig. We headed 
up West Street as far as we could. I don't really 
know what street we were on. I think it was maybe 


West End something, and parked the rig because we 
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couldn't go any further. And we grabbed all our 
gear and started walking to the building, towards 
the towers. We were probably about a block away 
when we heard a giant rumbling sound. It sounded 
like jets were going overhead and then we looked up 
and we saw the tower start to fall and we just ran. 
We outran the dust cloud and got back in the rig. 
As soon as we closed the doors on the rig we got hit 
with the second cloud and then it was pitch black 
for like five minutes. As soon as that cloud 
cleared we got out and there was some personnel, 
Fire Department personnell running around. 

We saw one of the doctors from Metro Tech was 
there. He was bleeding a little bit. We talked to 
him. He said he was okay and stuff. And then a 
lady came running over with an infant that she had 
covered up and she said, you know, she was nervous. 
So we got her in the rig. We gave the baby oxygen 
and we covered it up so that no more dust would get 
him. And we helped a few other people in the area. 
And then when everything settled down a little bit 
we grabbed our gear again and proceeded to head 
toward the Trade Center again. 


We were waiting, we hooked up with another crew 
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or two and we were down by where marine 6 I think 
was, by the water and we were waiting. We didn't 
know where to go. We were waiting to respond. We 
had no orders by anybody yet. 

And another Engine Company had come with just 
three guys on it. It might have been a satellite or 
something, because they had all hose on the rig and 
they said they needed two guys to help. So me and I 
think it was a control man who was a detail that day 
had gone with them. We told our boss we were gonna 
go with them. We had our radio, we would stay in 
contact and we're going with the other company. We 
had taken a hand line and went up West Street, 
started putting out all car fires and we were 
heading all the way down to the municipal building. 
When we got there we were with rescue 5 and we were 
holding a hand line with them as they were doing the 
search. They found one fireman. That guy that they 
pulled out with his tooth broken. I don't know what 
his name was. They found him, so we helped pull him 
out. You know, made a chain, took him out, and then 
we held the hose line. It was me and I think two 
guys from Rescue 5 and the rest of Rescue 5 was 


searching and then there was a fear of collapse of 


Morabito 
the municipal building, the building with all the 
scaffolding. So they finally pulled us out of there 
and then we pulled back, and then we had a little 
break for a while. 

At that time, I hooked up with my original 
company, all my guys and guys from the house after 
recall. And me and one of the guys from here, Mike 
Lyons, we went back in searching. We went through 
all the rubble and went under the overpass where all 
the rescue rigs were and as we were searching I came 
across another firefighter who was -- who said that 
they were trapped. Ladder 5 was trapped in the 
tower, what was left of the tower. So me and Mike 
Lyons went over to -- climbed to where the stairwell 
was and we hooked up with a guy from Rescue 5 and a 
guy from Rescue 2 and we helped rescue one civilian 
who was trapped on the 6th floor and pulled him down 


there from -- 


Q. From the south tower? 
A. From I think it was the north tower. 
Q. South tower would have been like on 


Liberty Street and West? 
A. I really don't Know where. It was where 


the guys were trapped, who brought out the lady. 
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Q. Oh, okay. The north tower. 

A. Yeah. It was the north tower. That's it. 
That was what, Ladder 5? 

Q. Ladder 6. 

A. Ladder 6. They were below us with the 
lady. The lady was down there. We saw her. There 
was already a couple of guys there with her and she 
was calm and they said they had a chief down there 
and they were trying to get out the guys from Ladder 
6. So we had to climb up and this guy is trapped at 
probably about the 7th or 8th floor and he was just 
sitting on a piece of concrete when the whole 
building came down. He was just lucky when he 
survived. And a guy from Rescue 2 climbed up above 
him, tied him up. I had shimmied out like a piece 
of conduit and he lowered him to me and I pulled him 
over, because we were over a big hole, and I pulled 
him over to Mike Lyons and a guy from Rescue 5 and 
pulled him over and, you know, his ankle, I don't 
know if it was broken or if it was fractured and we 
helped 6 carry him, because at that time there was 
really no one else there and we carried him up and 
down this big crater and everything. I don't know 


how far we went. It was pretty far. But then by 
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the time we got across, then there was a whole line 
of firemen coming off so we passed them on to him 
and then we had gone back to our company and we 
waited there for a while and then 7 came down. They 
were running back in. I think we -- 

Q. They don't really want to know about 7. 
Wow, that was pretty good. That was good you were 
there. When you were coming up West Street, was 
there a large number of civilians coming down West 
Street? 

A. Yes. When we first got there, after Tower 
1 had collapsed, a lot of people had run through the 
tunnel and we were trying to calm everybody. We 
thought that the tunnel had got hit. We didn't know 
what happened. We were just trying to tell 
everybody to stay calm, don't even go anywhere yet. 
You know, we don't know if the tunnel is hit or what 
they're hitting. 

Because there was a lot of rumors going around 
as you were going. That they hit the White House, 
they hit the Pentagon, they hit Air Force 1. 

"Right now you're safe, so stay here and we'll 
see what's going on." 


Then we proceeded up West Street. Yes, there 
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were a lot of civilians but they were in an orderly 
manner. They were walking all along -- I know when 
we got out and we went by the water over there, I 
don't even know what that is. I guess that's behind 
West Street. Where Battery City is or whatever. 

Q. The Hudson River. 

A. Yeah. They were all walking by there. 
They were all in an orderly manner and everything 
and then we were just telling them to head towards 
Brooklyn. That's where everybody was going. And 
babies or babies and kids and people like that we 
were putting onto Marine 6. We told them just to 
get on Marine 6. Because they had some stuff there 
to help them, because there was still a lot of 
debris flying in the air and everything. 

Q. Very good. Is there anything else you 
want to add? 

A. No. That pretty much does it. I'm trying 
to think of stuff -- 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: That's 

right. Thanks for your corporation. That 

was pretty interesting. The time is 

11:00 o'clock and this concludes the 


interview. 


